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Essay topics 
 
Fate vs. Free Will: 
Can individuals truly alter their fate, or are certain outcomes predetermined? How 
does Oedipus grapple with this dilemma, and what does his story suggest about 
the balance between fate and free will? 
Hubris and Tragic Flaw: 
How does Oedipus's excessive pride contribute to his tragic downfall? In your 
opinion, is hubris an inherent flaw in human nature, and what lessons can be drawn 
from Oedipus's experience? 
The Nature of Knowledge: 
In what ways is Oedipus both knowledgeable and ignorant simultaneously? How 
does the play explore the limits of human understanding, and what commentary 
does it offer on the nature of knowledge? 
The Oracle and Prophecy: 
Do the events in the play support the idea of determinism, or is there room for 
characters to alter their destinies? How does the concept of prophecy influence the 
characters' decisions and actions? 
Justice and Moral Responsibility: 
How does Oedipus's pursuit of justice lead to his own downfall? What does the 
play suggest about moral responsibility and the consequences of actions, even 
those taken with good intentions? 
Blindness as a Metaphor: 
Explore the symbolism of blindness in the play, both physical and metaphorical. 
How does the theme of blindness contribute to the characters' understanding of 
themselves and their circumstances? 
Catharsis and Tragedy: 
What emotions does the play evoke in the audience, and how does it achieve 
catharsis? In your view, what is the purpose of tragic art, and how does "Oedipus 
Rex" contribute to our understanding of the human experience? 
The Search for Meaning: 
How does Oedipus's relentless pursuit of truth reflect the human quest for 
meaning? In the face of adversity, how do characters in the play grapple with the 
existential question of life's purpose? 
 
 
**Adapted from ChatGPT generated content. 
OpenAI. (2023). ChatGPT (Mar 14 version) [Large language model]. https://chat.openai.com/chat 
 

 
 

 


